EDUCATION   FOR  A   WORLD   ADRIFT

when we pass from atmosphere to a reasoned view of life,
and floating influences and impressions crystallise into
a rational conviction. It will be the philosophy which lies
behind that atmosphere and those influences. If Greek
thought and Christianity created the soul of Western
civilisation, formed its mind and are the vitamins in its
life-blood, then these are the philosophies for which we
are looking, and before his education is completed every-
one should have an idea what they are. Many people
never realise the connection between them; some even
oppose them to each other. But in history and in Christian
thought the two are linked indissolubly. Christianity sur-
viving from the downfall of the ancient world salved and
adapted Roman organisation and Greek thought, and
incorporated both in the new house that it built for Western
civilisation. The West owes to Greece the conclusions
about God and conduct which the human mind reached
without revelation and which we call natural religion and
natural morals (is there any nobler or more concise expres-
sion of the latter than Plato's wordsc Goodness is the health,
beauty and well-being of the soul; evil is its disease, defor-
mity and weakness').1 A knowledge of these should enter
into any scheme of higher education, so that people can
enter life with a reasoned philosophy of it and not merely
with good habits.

Some people may wonder why I suggest that the best
introduction to natural religion and morals is through
Greek thought, and that every educated person should
have an acquaintance with it. The answer is partly given
in some words of T. H. Green. From Socrates and his
followers

comes the connected scheme of virtues and duties within
which the educated conscience of Christendom still moves,

1 Republic, 444.
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